A Century offService 1910-2010

[permanent pic
p{aced at the Courf @ther majer nammg
spensorshlps include the public television
documentary. the Right Road 5K Run. and the
community homecoming picnic at giving levels of
$10.000 and up.

Call Scott Blake. Executive Director of Victorian
Village Inc.. to discuss these naming opportunities.
(901) 523-0235

The Juvenile Court of Memphis and Shelby
County is considered to be the third oldest
Jjuvenile court in the nation. Memphis Juvenile
Court was formally established January 1. 1910,

The early court was housed in a number of

downtown locations. A separate residential

structure served as a detention -

! for African-American .
Idren and was overseen by -’§ ,

' Juha Hooks. the ™™~

In 1920 the court moved to the former H. M.
Neely home. a Victorian mansion owned by the-
city at 616 Adams Avenue. In 1934 the Neely
home was condemned due to fire hazards and its
-/ @\ deteriorating condition. The
\ \ structure was razed and
R \§~ construction of a new juvenile
court building on the same
_\ site was completed in 1935.
When an addition was
completed in 1957, the new
building was considered one
of the most modern juvenile

i

court facilities in the nation.

Judge Elizabeth McCain was
appointed in 1950. She
believed in a court of
rehabilitation. not punishment.
She was also deeply
motivated by dependency
cases. and often attempted to
find employment for a father
s0 he could support his child.

-Judge Kennefh Tumer took

Judge Kelley acquired the two wrought iron
Bernese Mountain Dogs that had decorated the
entrance to the old Neely home. She placed them
at the entrance to the Court building and later
e saved them from a World
AR Warll scrap iron drive,
(] insisting they were needed fo
‘guard the Court.” Many years
later. the historic dogs. by then
discovered to be made of
bronze. were again saved by

Judge Turner when an
ownership dispute arose.
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